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Don't be fooled by the length of this week's double-header. Nitzavim has only forty pesukim and Lf’aysfaph iz the
shortest parsha in the Torah with 30 pesukim, but despite the brevity, several very important topics are discussed.
Mitzvah of the Week will follow the lead of the opening pasuk of Nitzavim and review the laws and customs of
standing before, during and after kriat (reading of the) haTorah. In Middah of the Week we'll learn of the promise
given in our parsha that the Jewish pecple will never forget the Torah. Shabbat Shalom!

Devarim 29:9-31:30 naw ok

PARSHA IN A NUTSHELL- 7V990 D30

Nitzavim mentions the unique brlf (covenant)
between Hashem and Bnel Yisrael This bl included not
only those who were alive at the time it was formulated, but
also all fulure generations of Jews. Moshe warns Bref
Yisrael to keep their part of the deal, and not o become like
the idol worshippers in whose lands they passed through.

Although a Jew who decides to ignore the
covenant and not 1o fulfill the mitzvot will be severely
punished, he will always have the ability o do teshuva
(repentance) and return to Hashenm. Some count the mitzvat of
Teshuva lpcated hare as ona of the 613 mitzval,

Do we have to fear that we might not be able to
keep all the mitavol? Moshe tells Brei Yisrael not ta
worry, the mitzvot of the Torah are not difficult to keep:

Ton FID NN N 0P TR AN IR NNTD NEeD 2
nRTRYH B NEE Y YRND N BWE KT (KD DEhT N
TaNY NID Y7 239 NB) 1TV ATN NIHYN Bh D)
W LNPYEN AN NINYN VY DNPY 0D 13Y SN uY 3 0

(rera-pgerns B AN 122030 700 T 127D oK AR
It is net in heaven, so thal you should say, 'Whe
shall go up to heaven ard bring it fo us s thal wa can
hear it and keep it? It is nof over the sea so that you
should say, 'Who will cross the sea and get it for us,
20 that we will be able to haar it and keep ™ It is
something that is very close fo yow. N IS in pour

mauth and in your hean, 50 that you can keep if,

In Vayelech, Moshe parts from Brei Yisrael
before his death, and commands Yehoshua to be
strong and brave so that Yehoshua can lead Bnei
Yisrael into Erelz Yisrael. Moshe finished writing the
Torah and gave it over to the Cohanim,

sHABBAT NITZAVIM-VAYELECH 5769

ﬁ ﬁ Candle lighting: Havdala:

Luach notes- On motzasi Shabbal sefichol beon accarding o
Ashkengaic tradition. According to Sephardic tradition selichot began
al the beginning of the monih of Eil.

4 Dedicated in loving memory of
Irving Harris 572338 T80 12 5y
24 Elul 5744
Parsha Primes © [2003] 5768 Tzvi Hamis, Halacha Yomit, Graphics from various

clip an collpctions. Biblical ranslations based on "The Living Torah® by Rabbi
Aryah Kaplan 2°). For information an this and other edocational programs plaasa
cantact: Tawi Harls 872-2-887-8611 (1srael). Fax 972-2-887-8611 {larasl)

tvii@halachayomit.com Flease visii gur webelte: waw.halachayomitcom

Standing Before G-d e ATYe
MITZVAH OF THE WEEK MWawi nnyn

D2'PaY DN (D EYN *h oY O2ba oD oYy ony
-SNIWY N 9D DYDY BN
Today you are all standing before G-d your Lord = your leaders,
your tribal chiefs, your elders, your law enforcers, every lsraelis
man. (29:9)
L2
Generally we read from the Torah four times a
week. On Shabbal morning we read the entire parsha
of the week, and on Shabbat aftarnoon as well as
Monday and Thursday mornings we read the first
section of the following Shabbat's parsha.

Reading from the Torah is similar to standing in
front of Hashem and hearing His words. If so, does one
have to stand during kriat haTorah | Torah reading)?
This week we'll review the entire Torah reading
procedure and discuss the various customs and laws of
when one has to stand and when one can sit.

= Although not strictly required by halacha, it is
customary to stand out of respect when the Aron
Hakodesh is opened.,

= When the sefer Torahis remaved from the Aron
Hakodesh and carried around there is an obligation
to stand,

« When the sefer Torahis held by someone who is
sitting, as is done during the reading of the haftarah
in many places, one may remain seated.

e It is a mitzvah to walk along with the sefer Torah as it
is being carried from the Aron Hakodesh, or on its
way back there.

¢ When the person who is called up to the Torah
recites the first part of the blessing, "Barchu et
Hashem hamevorach,"some have a custom to
stand, while others sit. Some also have a custom 1o
bow while saying this.

« Although there is no obligation to stand during kriat
haTorah, some people stand throughout the Torah
reading to show respect for the word of Hashem.
The reader and the person who recites the brachot
must stand without leaning on anything.

It's important to remember that the best way to
respect the Torah is by listening to every word!

Parsha Primer NITZAVIM-VAYLECH 5769 1
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