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in Parshat Yitro Bnei Yisrael camp around Har Sinai and receive the Torah. In many ways this is the high point of

Sefer Shimot,

This week's Mitzvah of the Week and Middah of the Week are both based upon the teachings of the

former chisf Rabbi of the State of Israsl, Rabbl Mordachal Eliyahu xroow. Rabbi Eliyahu has been hospitalized
several times over the past two years, and has spent the past several months in the hospital. In the menit of our
studying his teachings may Hashem bless him with a complete and speedy recovery. Shabbat Shalom!

Shmot 18:1-20:23 naw o

PARSHA IN A NUTSHELL- VY970 D12°0

When Moshe's father-in-law, Yitro, heard of all the
miraculous things that happened to Bnel Yisrael, he set out to
mest Mashe and Brei Yisrael in the midbar (desert). With
himn were Moshe's wite, Tzivorah, and their children. Moshe,
Aharon, the elders, and all of Yisrael came out to greet Yifro.

Yitro saw how Mashe judged all of Yisras! by
himself. He wamad Moshe that this was oo heavy a burden
for one individual (even as great as Moshe) to assume with
no assistance. Moshe listened as Yiro came up with a plan,
to appoint judges to help him with all of Bnei Yizrael's needs.
Moshe accepted Yitro's plan.

On Rosh Chodesh Sivan (the beginning of the
manth) Snei Yisrael reached Har Sinal, camped out nexdt
to the mountain, and prepared to receive the Torah. At
this point the Torah records the giving of the Torah,
beginning with Aseret Hadibrof- The Ten Commandments.
The first four are nipE? 0T 71, between man and
Hashem, The rest are Tan? o7 13, dinim governing the
behavior between pecple. Amang the dibrof

- DTTIY AYaR OFIER YD ORI T THR I N 20N
*l am G-d your Lord, who brought you ouf of Mitzray =

from the piace of slavery.” This s followed by the
prohibition of aveda zara- worship of another god.

¥ WTpy nagn oV ny sy “Remember the
Shabbat to keap it holy.”

e nn e TN T T3 “Honor your father and mather,”
nyn ws “Do nof commit murder,” 230 N> “Do not steal..."

The commandments end with the pasuk Al the
people saw the sounds, the flames, the blast of the ram's
horn, and the mountain smoking. The pecple trembled when
they saw it, keeping their distance.”

\ﬁ
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Hawvdala:

Candle lighting

Dedicated by Abraham and Frieda Zoldan
In honor of Racheli Zoldan on her 16" birthday
TR AN T
Parsna Primer @ (2010 5770 Tzvi Harris, Heiecha Yomit Graphics from virious

clip art collections. Bisbeal translations based on "The Living Toreh” by Rabbi
Aryeh Kaplan 2|, For information on this and other educational programs please
contact: Tovi Hanis O72.2-007-8611 (lsrael). Fax 87 2-3-057-8611 (raal),

£ i Pleasa visit our wabsite: www halachayomit.oom

Sharnor Vzachor 1l ian T Y Ao

MITZVAH OF THE WEEK ¥avhn min

Jergh nawn o e i
Remermber fhe Shabbat fo keep ¥ holy. (Shmat 20:8)
LLTUTED ngwn o B ey
Obzarve the Shabbat to keep it holy... (Devanm 5:11)
o0
The Ten Commandments appear twice in the Torafy
once in Parshat Yitro, and once in Parshal Va'sichanan
{Devarim), with minor differences between the two. One of
tham is that the commandment of Shabbaf begins with sb3-
“remember” in Yiro. In  Vaslchnan the Shabbat
commandment beging with haw- “obsene” When the
commandments were gven by G-d, "zachor” and “shamor”
were spoken as one, If is impessible for man to say two
words at once, but G-d did so. In the past we studied dinim
of Shsbbal that are derived from these words, as well as
some differences between "zachor and “shamor”. This year
well try to understand why “zachor” appears before "shamar”
in the Torah.

"Fachor” precedes "shamor” because "shamar”

] {guarding the Shabbat) can only be fulfiled on Shabbat,

whereas "zachor” (remember) can be fuffiled during the
week This is according to the opinion of Beit Shamaf
that if a person comes across something especially tasty,
he should save it for Shabbal. (Rashi)

Addtionally, we court the days of the week leading
upto Shabbat. This is part of the daily prayers { pern or orn
.row1) and a fulfilment of the mitzvah of “zachor” -
throughout the weel. (Ban fsh Chai)

Finally, “zachor” comes first because it represents the
active ways that we sanciify the Shabbat. Kiddush, havdals,
the special prayers and three meals. These actions precede
"shamar” which represents refraining from dolng mefachol —
the prohibitions of Shabbat.

You might be wondering why "Lecha Dodi" starts off
in the opposite order: "Shamor and zachor were Spoken as
one,” Since both were spoken as one, the author of “Lecha
Dedi™ felt that it was OK to switch the order. He wanted the
first letter of each paragraph of “Lecha Dod" to spell out his
name: Shiomo Halewi (Rabbi Shlomo Halewi Alkabetz) which
starts with a w as in "shamor’,

Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu senoow Divrel Mordechal

e
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As One Man, With One Hearl Y RTIIT

“mhulttnwuk YU Ny

"There's no way to fulfill all the mitzvot of
the Torah!" Devorah exclaimed. L
“What do you mean?" her teacher asked. : @

“On one hand we're responsible for all the w
mitzvot of the Tarah, but on the other hand, some
mitzvot are only intended for certain peaple. For
example, there are mitzvot for Cohanim, mitzvol for
men, mitzvot for women and mitzvol for farmers, A man
can'l do & woman's mitzvol, a Yisrael (one who isn't @ Cohen
or a Levi) can't do the mitzvot of & Cohen, and city dwellers
usually can't do the mitzvol of & farmer’™ Devorah explained.

"That's true," Rabbi Cohen said. "l understand what's
troubling you, and the answer is in this week's parsha.”

e
1990 T YXIV? 0 10N 137N VO P AT WA oY WP
They departed from Rephidim and arrived in the Sinal Desen,
camping i the widemess. lsrasl camped opposie the mourntain.
(19:2)

The Torah describes Bnei Yisrael's approach to
Mount Sinai using lashon rabim, the plural form, three
times. The fourth time, when Bnei Yisrael camp at the base
of the mountain, the Torah uses the singular form: o).

Rashi explains that the Torah Is teaching that Brei
Yisrael camped around Sinal " I TN grng™ "As one man,
with one heart” In other words, Bnel Yisrael experenced
unprecedented unity right before receiving the Torah.

Unity was a prerequisite for receiving the Torah.
Without it we couldn't have received the Taorah. Since the
Torsh was given to a nation, its mitzvol can only be fulfilled by

The three picture riddies
represent pesukim, mitzvat o
personalifies from the parsha,

i love yourself."

a joint effort of all Jews. Every individual has an
abligation to fulfill all the mitzvot that apply to him.
Some mitzvot are "specialized” and apply only to
certain people of to people who face certain
situations. Through unity each individual's mitzvot join
with everyone else's,

The Ar'i (Rabbi Yitzchak Luria ot ) taught that
before beginning tefila each morning every Jew
should say: "l accept upon myself the mitzvah of
100 Ty mome — You must love your neighbor as you
By doing this we bind our mitzvol
together and declare that we are members of a large
partnership. Although there are mitzvot that | can't do

because they don't apply to me, when another
member of our "partnership” does them, itisas if | did
them myself “rymim AT KR R a®an 97

L2 4 4

*That answers my question. The Torah was
given to each and every one of us, but it was also
given to all of us together!” Devorah said.

"and unity is the secret glue that brings alf of
our mitzvot together," Rabbi Cohen summarized.
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L
QUESTIONS FOR THE SHABBAT TABLE

1. Every Jew can pray wherever he is, however fefils in
a minyan (guorum of ten men) creates a different enfity
and more powerful prayer. Can the above devar Torah
help explain the additional benefit of tafila with a mimean?
2. \We explained that unity binds our mitzvol together,
enabling us to fulfill all the mitzvot of the Torah. Why
i it important to accept the mitzvah of "You must love
your neighbor as you love yourself' before prayer?

(O  Sedva Stats

Note: In this section we refer to the parsha as
a sedra, and the term parsha rafers to the
sections separatad by spaces in the Torah,

® 1T7th of 54 sedras; Sthof 11 in Shmot

e 15 Parshiot, 4 open, 11 closed

® 75 pesukim - ranks 47th (that means that
only 7 sadras are shorter). In many
Chumashim the number of pesukim in Yiro is
listed as AYIN-BET or 72 pesukim. Thisis
due to different ways of counting the Asersf
HaDibrot, which consists of 13 pesukim.
However, when they are read as statements,
rather than pesukim, there are only 10

® 1105 words - ranks 46"; 4022 letters -
ranks 46"

& Yitro contains 17 of the 613 mitzvof - 3
positive and 14 prohibitons. 14 of the 17 are
contained within the "Ten Commandments"

Thanks to Torah Tigbits for
permission to reprint this column
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BESHALACH
Yisrael left Mizrayim “chamushim” which Rashi axplaine means
the plague of darkness. 2. This represents *lechem mishne",
halacha is from Parshat B'shalach. Each

Parsha Primer YITRO 5770 2

1. Here we see lots of 1/5 stick people. The Torah tells us that Bnei
that anly one fith of Bnef Yisrael left. Those
tha bwo loaves of bread that we wse at the Shabbat meals. The source of thiz
person would collect ene portion of man a day, but on Fridays (the: sixth day) everyons collected a
double portion (for Friday and Shabbal), 3. This riddle contains a stone, an abject made of metal (lead) and straw. The
drowning of the Egyptians in the sea using these three objects, Rashi explains that the wicked Egyptians drowned like straw, suffering greatly.
These who weren't vary wicked didnt suffer and went stralght to the bettom of the sea, like lead. These in betwean w

who wearan't worthy died during

Torah describes the
















