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UPCOMING
EVENTS

Candle Lighting: 6:42
Havdallah: 7:44

Mon., Sept. 21
Fast of Gedaliah
1:15 Dismissal N

1:30 Dismissal K-8

Tues., Sept. 22
Back to School Night
Grades 2-5
(except for
class 2-206)
7:30 PM

Mon., Sept. 28
No Sessions
Yom Kippur

YCQ Family News

Mazel Tov to Morah
Raina Popowitz
(K-101) upon the
birth of a grandson!!

Mazel Tov to Morah
Tamar Ornstein
(JHS) upon her

daughter’s
Bat Mitzvahl!

Rosh Hashana By: Rabbi Landsman

When Rosh Hashanah falls out on Shabbat, we don’t blow the shofar. There are
several reasons for this law. The Talmud cites the teaching of Rava that there is
concern that a Jew might violate Shabbat by carrying the shofar in a public domain.
The rabbis issued a decree that it's better to remain passive and abstain from the
biblical mitzvah of shofar to protect the integrity of Shabbat.

Rabbi Benjamin Yudin, Rabbi of Congregation Shomrei Torah in Fairlawn, New
Jersey, quotes the Chassam Sofer who offers a fascinating reason for not blowing
the shofar on Shabbat. He explains that the nature of Avraham’s command to do
the akeida was very different that Yitzchak’s. Avraham heard the command directly
from Hashem, which is to be likened to a command in the Torah Shebichtav, the
Written Torah, which emanated directly from Hashem. Yitzchak heard the will of
Hashem through his father, which compares to the Torah Sheba’al Peh, the Oral
Law. Avraham was ready to offer his son based upon G-d’s direct instruction, while
Yitzchak demonstrated his willingness to offer his life on behalf of the Torah She-
ba’al Peh.

It is for this reason that Yitzchak’s sacrifice was even greater than that of his fa-
ther's. Therefore, the Chassam Sofer explains, we refer in our Mussaf service to
this event as the binding of Yitzchak “v’akeidat Yitzchak I’zaroh tizkor’, and may the
merit of the binding of Yitzchak be remembered on behalf of his descendants as op-
posed to the binding of Yitzchak by Avraham, as Yitzchak proved himself ready to
sacrifice his life based on the Torah Sheba’al Peh. In this regard, his sacrifice was
greater than his father’'s. Avraham was convinced that he had heard G-d speaking
to him, but Yitzchak who did not hear it from Hashem demonstrated his absolute
trust and faith in the mesorah, the oral tradition.

In addition, the Torah describes the journey of father and son as “vayelcho shnei-
hem yachdav’. This refers to the integration and synthesis of the written and oral
law. The Talmud provides as a reason for the blowing of the shofar, “Hashem said
blow the ram’s horn before me so that | shall recall on your behalf akeidat Yitzchak’.
That is, to recall the sacrifice of Yitzchak on behalf of Torah Sheba’al Peh. There-
fore when Rosh Hashanah falls out on Shabbat our abstaining from blowing the
shofar based upon Torah Sheba’al Peh is a living implementation of the akeidah.
As Yitzchak demonstrated his absolute allegiance and commitment to the mesorah,
our refraining from blowing the shofar on Shabbat is our affirmation of the mesorah
as well.  Shabbat Shalom, Shanah Tovah and Ketiva V'chatimah Tova.

:**********************************:

*

Mrs. Cynthia Guise is our new second grade general studies teacher in class 2-204. Mrs.

Spotlight on New Faculty

*

Guise is a retired public school teacher, where she taught elementary school students for

thirty one years.

She is excited to continue her career at YCQ, which is her first private *

school teaching experience. Mrs. Guise enjoys YCQ's warm and caring atmosphere and is ex- g
¥ cited fo develop relationships with her new students!

*
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- Back To School Night e

“—— Back to School night is a wonderful way for parents to get acquainted with their chil- ==~
dren’s curriculum and begin to build wholesome relationships with their children’s
teachers. On Monday evening, September 14, the JHS parents followed a simulated lﬁ

+==_ schedule moving from classroom to classroom similar to the way the students do. In the .\
classrooms, teachers described their goals for the school year and even taught a mini

lﬁ lesson. On Tuesday evening, September 15, parents in grades Nursery, Kindergarten lﬁ

=== and first attended Back to School night. They spent an enlightening evening in their chil- ===

: dren’s classrooms in order to become acquainted with their child’s teachers and cur- -
riculum. Both evenings were very well attended and the students are excited for an-
'{-_._ﬁ other wonderful school year. We look forward to greeting the second, third, fourth, and
' - fifth grade parents on Tuesday, September 22 at 7:30 PM for Back to School night.
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5 THS Selichot L earning Program 5
= This past motzei Shabbat, the JHS students, their parents, and Rebbeim joined together =
» 2 for a meaningful learning program. The evening began with a beautiful speech by » =

Wi

’ Rabbi Marcus, Rav of Congregation Ishei Yisrael. Rabbi Marcus talked about being

i L? passionate while praying and actually role played and demonstrated the difference be- = )?
’ tween a prayer that is said by rote and a prayer that is said with enthusiasm and ex- ’

£—< citement. Rabbi Marcus was extremely invigorating and enlightening. The evening B=<
+ = concluded with an uplifting recitation of selichot led by Rabbi Hamel with instruc- » =

W

% tions and explanations by Rabbi Pearl. It was a most inspiring evening.
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* New Student Mentor Program *

¥ On Monday, September 14, we welcomed our 44 new students in grades 1-8 at the 8™ Jk
¢ drade mentoring program that was created for new incoming students to welcome them e
* to the YcQ family. Each mentor brought a small gift for their new student in the form of *
a school supply. The students ate snacks and made a Rosh Hashana art project. Each stu-
dent spoke into the microphone and introduced themselves to the group. The program
v Was led by Marcy Davidovics, Social Work Director, and her team of 7 interns who inter- ye
J 2Cted with the new students and made them feel at home. Rabbi Landsman spoke to 4
them and let them know that each and every new child enhances the school and that
K they were chosen from the many applicants. The students were beaming with pride. We X
are so happy to have your children with us at YCQ. Now that we have connected to your
J kids, we look forward to greeting YOU- all the new parents, at our "new parent reception”,
sponsored by the Parents Association on Tuesday evening, October 20™ at 8PM. Please
mark the datel To view pictures of the New Student Mentor Program log onto W
Y Www.ycqweb.org
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ROSH HASHANA K Hitvs onn  _EXTEEREn
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This week we'll study various aspects of Rosh Hashana. In our first column we'll study the Torah reading for both
days of Aosh Hashana. This year, the first day of Rosh Hashana will be on Shabbal. Tha Mitzvah of the Week
column will briefly explain our custom of not sounding the shofar on Shabbat. Middah of the Week will explain an
ancient (not comman today) tradition that will help us understand the Avinu Malkeinu prayer.

Shabbat Shalom and Shana Tova!

MYN YR DTND AP
TORAH READING FOR ROSH HASHANA

On both days of Rosh Hashana two sifrel Torah
are taken out of the Aran.

First Day

On the first day, we read the portion from Sefer
Breishit that tells how Hashem answered Sara Imeinu’s
prayers (she was childless until a very advanced age),
and she gave birth to Yitzchak, Hashem answered
Sara's prayers on Rosh Hashana.

In the second sefer, we read
the matftir (the last section of the
reading) from parshat Pinchas in Sefer
Bamidbar. The section that we read
containg the details of the korbanot that
were sacrificed on Rosh Hashana in the
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Bet Hamikdash.
Second Day

Once again two sifrei Torah are taken out. In
the first one we read of Akeidat Yitzchak (the story of
Hashem commanding Avraham 1o sacrifice Yitzchal),
ta remind Hashem of our merits. The preferred shofar
for use on Hosh Hashana is the ram's horn, because of
the ram that was caught in the bushes and sacrificed in
place of Yitzchak.

In the second sefer we read the same maftir as
on the first day.

On Rosh Hashana five people are usually
called up to the first Torah, and one to the second for
the maftir. This year, the first day of Rosh Hashana is
Shabbat and seven people are called to the Torah.
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ff Candie lighting: Havdala:

i pedicated in loving memory of Leon Neumark
by BRTAR 3 ank N

And in memory of Reb Mordechai, Tzirel, Ra'aya,
Avraham Yitzchak and Chemda Schivischurder vn. A

family of Torah and chessed.
Parsha Primer & (2009} 6770 Tzvi Harnms, Halacha Yomit. Graphics from various
clip art collections. Bitlical iranslations based on “The Living Torah by Rabbl
Aryen Kaplan 1. For inlormation on this and other educational programs plaase
sonact: Tzvi Hams 972-2-8878611 (lsreel). Fax 972-2-007-B511 (Israel].
TzviiE hatachayomit.com Plaase visit our wabsie: www_halashayomit.com

Shofar on Shabbat
MITZVAH OF THE WEEK Wavhn min

This year, the first day of Aosh Hashana will be on
Shabbat. Thiz affects us in several ways, the mast impartant
of them is in regard to tkiat shofar ( shofar blowing).

The mishna (Traciate Rosh Hashana) leachas:

When Aosh Hashana ocourred on Shabbat
Jduring the time of the Beit Hamikdash| Sholar
was biown in the Mikdash and in Jerusalem”,

After the destruction of the Bait f ,
Hamikdash, Raban Yochanan ben Zakal M
instituted shofar blowing on Shabbat
Rosh Hashana in all places that there
was beit din [a rabbinical court of
ordained rabbis*"]...

The Talmud explains the background of this issue:

= According to the Torah, the mitzvah of shofaron Rosh
Hashana includes Rosh Hashana thal eccurs on Shabbat.

» There iz a rabbinical decree nol 1o sound shofar on
Shahbat, The rabbis were concerned that 11 would lead to
chiliul Shabbat, (desecration of Shabbat), Sinca shofar
requiras some experlise and knowledge of the laws of
shofar, semeong might forgel that it is Shabbal and carry
his shofar (in a manner not permitted on Shabbal) to an
expert for guidance.

« The rabbinical decree against seunding shofaran
Shabbat did not apply in the Bell Hamikdash. Later on,
following the destruction of the Temple, Rabi Yochanan
ben Zakai decided that shofar should be sounded in al
places that there is a rabbinical court [of ordained rabbis].
The reasen that the rabbis permitted this was because
thare was no fear that someaone would carry the sholarin
a prohibited manner in the vicinity of the beit din, since
the rabbis of the beil din would prevent this.

« Taday we do nol sound shofar on Shabbat at all.

*This is according to the Ramba'm, howevar Aashl explains that shofar was
soundad only in the Mikdash.

*This is referring 10 the arginal semicha (odination} which doesn’t extst today
Tha AIF (Aabbi ¥itzchak Aasi) understood that shofar can be sounded on
Shabbat in a permanent beit din, A tew echolans followed this ruling over the
past millennium, inchuding &t leest one incdent by Adbti Akiva Yosel
Shlessinger 271 about one hundred years aga, bul it is generally not accepted.
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Avinu Malkeinu Upon hearing the cost, the businessman who
M of e Week ynwn nmy until now had spoken in loud voice, whispered,
*Listen. | can only pay you part of the sum now, can
you please give me credit and let me delay the
remainder of the payment?”
npy nby “*“'E‘“*’? P 79 123] AR TR A3 When we begin "Avinu Malkeiny" we ask
IPYI TN NE T :
Hashem for many things. As we progress, we gel
"Our Father, our King, be gracious with us excited, asking aloud for health, wealth, forgiveness
and answer us, though we have no worthy and more, similar to someone arguing loudly over
deeds: treat us with charity and kindness, and something. However, when we reach the end of
save us.” Avinu Malkeinu, we remember that we don't always

have the good deeds to “pay” for our requests. We
might not be worthy of the things that we asked for.
At that point we lower our voices and ask Hashem
in the final verse of Avinu Malkeinu, "Our Father,
our King, be gracious with us and answer us,
though we have no worthy deeds, freat us with
charity and kindness, and save us.”

My we werit to be full of mivit like the

Avinu Malkeinu is added to our prayers from Rosh
Hashana through Yom Kippur. (Some don't say it when
Rosh Hashanais on Shabbaf). There was once a
tradition to recite Avinu Malkeinu aloud, with the exception
of the final paragraph (quoted above) which was recited in
a whisper. The Maggid of Dubno (Ohel Yaakov)
explained this in his iraditional manner with a parable.

A businessman was haggling with his supplier over pomegranate frult (rimon,), buct sho wcldl wit ok b2
the cost of the items that he was ordering. Every time the Worthyg, nay FiaShene in his eindvess and merey
supplier would quote a price the businessman would Grant us the oredit* for @ Shana Tovi.
argue loudly until the supplier gave him a discount. This

3 N Ohel Yaakow as quoted by Shaarsl Armom
went on until the order was complete. The supplier then Traneletion of Awrnu Malkeine trom the AnScroll Skidur

sat down by his computer and calculated the total cost.

T a 3 & | @
following word. Start at 1 and work around. Writing
isnt permitted on Rosh Hashana, 50 solve the riddlie

3 out foud, and write the answers after Rosh Hashana HALACHA YOMIT

Chain riddie- each riddle represeénts 8 Hebrew word.
The lagt letter of the word is the first letter of the

1. A mitzvah usually fulfilled on the first day of fRosh

Hashana near a body of water. EDACATIONAL
3. Same eat the head of this animal as a sign fora

good year. PROJECTS

3, Mussafaol Rosh Hashama contains three unigue
brachot. The third one is called

4, The first month of tha new year. Fou'r letters, I wishes @ LL owr red DI'EVE'I

5. Rosh Mashana, Yom Kippur and the days in TP M L e
petween are known In fvrit as Days of Awe, (Two tvE stl LA EnLLs, FHV"L e
words, four ketters and six letiers respectively). e+ -0
6. The first of the three unique brachol of Mussaf on STafTs and
Rosh Hashana. g A
7 The sharp staccato sound made by the shofar is gdmlnlstrations,
| | called __ " I -
8. A prayer sald every fosh Chodesh except for this one. and all of A Yisrael,
9. Many have a custom to wear clothing of this colar a
on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, [

10, At the start of each day of Rosh Hashana we

brighten the house by lighting these. 5 h a m_.ﬂ TD‘UH :

T I
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ANEWERS To MefORE RIDDLES POR R

WITZAVIM-VAYELECH
| New e Tor yourselves THis Song...” ~»..WiT ITD 19790 My b2y 1an npwy’. (31:14). Hera the Torah s relerred o as
= ghira’- song, and we are commanded to write it. 2. Mosheis commanded to place the Torah next to the aron {ark): "Take
this Torah scrofl and place it to the side of the ark...” (31:28) "03*24 1 13 17 T Nk Do) TE0D NIND 9T NN L Jo e
5. This might remind you of the beginning of Nitzavim- “your elders and your law enfarcers,” bul the same expression
appears in Vayelech as well (31:28): "Gather to me all the elders of your tribes and your law enforcers,..”

= —
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ORDER YOUR
a LULAV/ ETROG
TODAY

|
N

Elul 5769/ September 09
Dear Parents:
We would like to extend our best wishes to you for a happy and healthy New Year --Ketiva V’chatima Tova.
In order to give our students the opportunity to begin the new year by observing the mitzvah of Lulav and Etrog
the yeshiva is providing lulavim and etrogim sets at a nominal cost. “Standard” (kosher) set is $30

“Deluxe” (mehudar) set is $40.

Please fill in the form below and return it to your child’s Judaic Studies home room teacher with a check made
out to “Yeshiva of Central Queens”.

All orders must be received by
this Wednesday, September 23, 2009.

Thank you in advance. Chag Sameach!

Delivery of lulavim will be on Wednesday, September 30™.

LULAV/ ETROG ORDER
NAME OF STUDENT: (Please Print)
TELEPHONE NUMBER: ()
CLASS
Enclosedis:$_ for  “Standard” Lulav and Etrog set(s) at $ 30.00 each set.

$ for “Deluxe” Lulav and Etrog set(s) at $40.00 each set.
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