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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

Candle Lighting: 6:31  

Havdallah:  7:32 
 

Monday, Sept. 28 

No Sessions 

Yom Kippur 
 

Friday, October 2 -  

Sunday, October 11 

No Sessions 

Succot Vacation 
 

Monday, October 12 

Sessions Resume 

No Bus Service 

3:30 Dismissal K-8 

Columbus Day 
 

Sunday, October 18 

JHS Parent-Child 

Learning Program 

Begins 9-11 AM 
 

Tuesday, October 20 

New Family 

Welcome Reception 

8 PM 
 

Yom Kippur Yom Kippur Yom Kippur Yom Kippur ---- 5770  5770  5770  5770 By:  Rabbi Landsman 
    Our actions, prayers and even external clothing on Yom Kippur appear to be replete 
with one fundamental contradiction, are we presenting ourselves as sinners humbly re-
questing forgiveness or are we portraying ourselves as pure angels in the service of 
Hashem? 
    Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky, Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshiva University, explains that this dual exis-
tence, as sinners and angels, is reflected throughout our tefillot on Yom Kippur.  Our 
constant reference to sin highlighted by the numerous times viduy is recited, portrays us 
as contrite sinners.  Yet we also play a very different role throughout our teffilot.  Unlike 
any other day, we recite “Baruch sheim kavod malchuto l’olam vaed” in a loud voice.  A 
phrase normally reserved for angels to cry out, we take advantage of our angelic status 
in this unique praise. 
    Even in our external appearance we are simultaneously sinners and angels.  It is cus-
tomary for married men to wear a kittel on Yom Kippur.  The kittel is representative of 
death.  We stand before Hashem in shrouds, acknowledging our mortality.  Knowing 
that our very lives are now on the line, subject to our repentance from sin, the most ap-
propriate garment to don is the one which conjures up the image that frightens us the 
most.  Yet the kittel also has a very inspiring message as well.  The angels are de-
scribed as wearing white robes.  The kohein gadol on Yom kippur upon entering the ko-
desh hakodoshim wears such a robe.  We too, emulating the kohein gadol and the an-
gels, dress in white which radiates the purity of the heavenly angels. 
    How should we understand these apparent contradictions on Yom Kippur in the realm 
of action, prayer, and dress?  Who are we really on this special day, sinners focusing on 
the frailty of life, or angels in the service of Hashem? 
    The apparent contradiction teaches us a fundamental lesson that we must internalize 
on Yom Kippur.  The Yom Kippur service in the Beit Hamikdash revolved around the 
two goats that were brought, one as a korban la’Hashem and the other thrown off a cliff 
as the sair la’azazel.  These two goats had to be identical in size, appearance, and cost.  
Although externally identical their fates were completely different.  One would be chosen 
for the noble task of being a korban la’Hashem, whereas the other would be destined 
for destruction. 
    On Yom Kippur we are faced with the decision whether to become a sair la’Hashem 
or a sair la’azazel.  These two images play out before us throughout the day and are 
reinforced by our actions, prayers, and dress.  Who are we?  Are we the sinners who 
seek atonement by abstaining from pleasure or are we the angels who have no need for 
physical pleasure?  Are we laden with sin that we must repeatedly confess, or are we 
angels singing the praise of Hashem?  Are we mere mortals who fear death as a result 
of our sins, or are we heavenly beings dressed in white symbolizing our purity? 
    Rabbi Sobolofsky explains that the essence of Yom Kippur is to undergo a transfor-
mation.  We begin the day with these two images before us.  Are we going to become 
the sair la’azazel, laden with sin, destined for destruction, or are we going to chose the 
path of the sair la’Hashem whose very existence is to enter the kodesh hakodoshim as 
a korban la’Hashem?  By the end of the day we realize that the only path to take is the 
path of the sair la’Hashem.  We are no longer sinners, suffering from our abstaining 
from pleasure, confessing our sins dressed in shrouds.  We have become angels, prais-
ing Hashem, dressed in white robes of purity.  May we all merit to make this transforma-
tion on this Yom Kippur and in this merit may Hashem bless all of us with a gamar 
chatima tova.    Shabbat Shalom and Gamar Tov! 

YCQ Family News 
 

Mazel Tov to  

Josh Ustaev,  

Sam Abaev and 

 Gilli Israel upon  

becoming  

Bnei Mitzvah!! 
 

Condolences to  

Rabbi Lipsker (music) 

upon the loss of his 

brother. 



PA NEWS 
The Parents Association mission is to enhance the scholastic, social and religious life of our children at 

school. To that end, we sponsor events such as the Author Series, Book fair, Chanukah boutique, Tu B’sh-

vat shuk and many more.  We have also contributed to the schools upgrading of the library, art room and 

have subsidized end of year school trips. With our fund raising efforts, we have purchased projectors, 

math manipulatives, gym equipment, new sound equipment and much more. All these efforts involve 

your participation, in whatever way you can give. General Mills Box Tops- now on so many of the prod-

ucts that you buy- yields us hundreds of dollars each year. All you have to do is cut them out (neatness 

counts!) and send them in with your children. Please be sure and mark your child’s grade and classroom- 

the class that brings in the most box tops wins a pizza party lunch at the end of the school year. Shopping 

at Target- use your Red Target charge card and earn cash for our school. Is the Jewish Press on your 

weekly reading schedule?- clip the Points for Education coupon and send it in- these coupons have 

earned us thousands of dollars in Artscroll gift certificates that have been used to purchase books for our 

library. Lastly, if you have more time to volunteer, we always have opportunities to contribute. Please 

contact us at pa@ycqweb.org *PLEASE SEE ATTACHED FLIERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION* 

 Teshuva Assemblies 
This past week, the YCQ students learned about the importance of Aseret Yemei Teshuvah through meaning-
ful and inspiring assemblies.  The first through fifth graders had a Yom Kippur teshuva assembly with Rabbi 
Landsman and Rabbi Sadigh.  Rabbi Landsman told a story about the significance of teshuva and Rabbi 
Sadigh performed the kapparot ceremony with the children.  Each and every child had the opportunity to give 
tzedaka to signify a shana tova.  The JHS students heard Rabbi Finkelman, mashgiach ruchani of Yeshivat 
Ohr Hachaim in Kew Gardens Hills, speak to the students about the opportunities to improve themselves and 
to get closer to Hashem this Yom Kippur with stories and anecdotes that were very inspiring. 

Rabbi Lavi Greenspan Speaks to the Eighth Grade Students 
 On Tuesday afternoon, the eighth grade students had the privilege of hearing Rabbi Lavi Green-

span speak about his life story.  Lavi became blind in his mid-twenties while studying at Fordham 

Law School.  He had previously graduated YCQ, Yeshiva of Flatbush High School and received a BA 

from Yeshiva University. After becoming blind, he completed law school and passed the Bar exam 

and furthered his graduate education by obtaining Smicha from Yeshiva University.  He is currently 

enrolled in Long Island University for a Masters Degree in Social Work and he is a social work in-

tern in YCQ.  He is humorous, outgoing and extremely personable.  The students loved his stories 

and jokes and enjoyed his words of compassion and wisdom.  We are truly lucky to have Lavi at YCQ 

to inspire our students!     

IMPORTANT REMINDER!! 

YCQ IS A NUT-FREE SCHOOL.   
ALL FOOD SENT INTO YCQ MUST BE CHECKED FOR TRACES OF NUTS.   

EXAMPLES OF FOODS BEING SENT IN WITH NUTS ARE:  

YO CRUNCH YOGURT WITH REESES PIECES, BAMBA AND CHEX MIX. 



Teshuvah Assemblies 



 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2009 COLUMBUS DAY 
 

NO QUEENS BUS SERVICE 
 

PICKUP LOCATIONS FOR DISMISSAL 
 

Nursery: 
Dismissal from Main Lobby *(3:00 M-TH & 1:00 Fri.) 

 

Kindergarten: 
Classrooms (3:30 M-TH and 1:15 Fri.) 

 

1st & 2nd Grades: 
Shul (3:30 M-TH and 1:15 Fri.) 

 

3rd, 4th & 5th Grades: 
Lunchroom (3:30 M-TH and 1:15 Fri.) 

 

JHS Students: 
Will be dismissed from their classrooms. 

(3:30 M-TH and 1:15 Fri.) 
 

Parents will not be admitted into the building to pick up 
their children before their scheduled times. 

 
THE YARD WILL BE OPEN FOR PARENT PARKING. 

DOUBLE PARKING IS PROHIBITED.   
VIOLATORS WILL BE TICKETED BY THE NYPD.  

—————————————————————————————- 

LONG ISLAND BUS SERVICELONG ISLAND BUS SERVICELONG ISLAND BUS SERVICELONG ISLAND BUS SERVICE    
There will be NO LONG ISLAND BUS SERVICE on 

Monday, October 12, 2009, Columbus Day. 

Long Island Parents should please follow  

the above pick-up procedures. 



ATTENTION GRADE EIGHT  

PARENTS AND STUDENTS 
 

High School Open House ScheduleHigh School Open House ScheduleHigh School Open House ScheduleHigh School Open House Schedule    
 

Sunday, October 25, 2009Sunday, October 25, 2009Sunday, October 25, 2009Sunday, October 25, 2009    
Flatbush – 12:00 

HAFTR – 10:00-12:00 
Ramaz 

SKA – 9:00-12:00 
MTA – 9:30 

 
Sunday, November 1, 2009Sunday, November 1, 2009Sunday, November 1, 2009Sunday, November 1, 2009    

North Shore – 10:00-1:00 
Rambam Mesivta – 2:00-4:00 

SAR – 1:00-4:00 
 

Sunday, November 8, 2009Sunday, November 8, 2009Sunday, November 8, 2009Sunday, November 8, 2009    
DRS – 1:30-4:00 

Central 
    

Sunday, November 15, 2009Sunday, November 15, 2009Sunday, November 15, 2009Sunday, November 15, 2009    
HANC – 10:00-1:00 

North Shore – 10:00-1:00 
Shalhevet – 10:30-1:30 

 
Sunday, November 22, 2009Sunday, November 22, 2009Sunday, November 22, 2009Sunday, November 22, 2009    
BJE High School Entrance Exam 

 













    

Learn to Fence at YCQ 
with   

The North Shore Fencing Club 
 Vladimir Gofman – Head Coach 

     

The sport of fencing is more than fun. 
 

It helps build muscle strength and develop motor skills. 
Fencing teaches mental discipline and sportsmanship. 

 

Fencing has often been described as “physical chess.” 

 
 

Competitors need to “think” before they “react”. 

 

Fencing is an Olympic sport. 
 

Colleges from Yeshiva University to Princeton have competitive fencing teams. 

 
First year students will learn basic footwork, play a variety of  fencing-

related games that emphasize fencing skills and improve their coordinate 
speed and simple tactics. 

 

Second year students will further advance their skills. 
 

Class is currently open to boys grades 5-8. 
Class will be held Tuesday from 4:30-5:30. 

 
If  any girls are interested in taking fencing in a separate class, 

please contact Jennifer Karkowsky or Carey Davidson at 718-468-1035.  
 
 
 



Fencing RegistrationFencing RegistrationFencing RegistrationFencing Registration    
 

Registration is on a first come/first serve basis 
as the class is limited to 13 students. 

 

All forms are due no later than October 12. 

 
Fee:  $300 for 20 one-hour classes starting October 20.   The fee is 
to be paid in two installments of $150 each.  A one-time equip-
ment fee (e.g., masks, gloves, foils, etc.) of $60 will cover each 
student for the 20-week session.   
 
Please fill out the form below and return it along with payment to 
either Chana in Mr. Cohen’s office or Gloria in JH office no later 
than October 12th.   
 

                                        To Register: 

Fill out the form below and enclose with a check for $210 
(1st installment plus equipment fee) made payable to 

“North Shore Fencing Club”.   
The second installment is due on December 21. 

 
Student:_________________________________ Class:________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:_________________     Cell Phone:  ______________ 
 
Check No:____________ 


